

     K.T.E.S. ENVIR     NMENTAL NEWS


Overfishing has caused ecosystem
collapse in many aquatic systems.
Fishermen light sticks of dynamite to
toss into the water, stunning and killing
fish. One stick of dynamite can kill
$2,000 worth of fish. Around 300,000
marine mammals, 160,000 birds, and
more than 3 million sharks are lost
because they were caught by mistake
or because fishermen can’t store them.
Fishermen sometimes throw the
animals back into the water— dead.  


Fishermen lose their gear in the water
which can later trap marine animals and
even kill birds who dive into the water
for food and get stuck in fishing lines.
Seabirds use their feathers to keep
them warm, but when they hunt fish,
the oil sticks to their wings. The slick oil
causes the birds to become chilled and
could kill them. Fishing equipment is
sometimes called “ghost gear”. In
Georgia, a crab pot used to catch Blue
Crabs was left in the water and
eventually trapped more than 130
turtles. 


Humans are the cause of all oil spills due
to equipment breaking down or
careless mistakes. The BP oil spills
dumped more than 40 million gallons of
oil into the ocean. In six months more
than 8,000 marine animals have died
due to oil pollution. 1,000 oil spills
happen in US oceans every year. Since
1969 there have been 44 oil spills
containing 420,000 gallons. 
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Do you like eating fish and seafood? If
you do, prepare yourself for the year
2048— when they’ll be officially off the
menu. According to The World Counts,
fish will disappear in the next 24 years.
Due to oil spills affecting beaches and
marine life fishermen will have less and
less to catch. Oil spills into the ocean
through oil drilling, tankers, storage
facilities, and pipelines. 


Humans cause oil spills and will suffer
the consequences. If fish breathe the
chemical, through their gills, the fish
become sick and could be poisonous to
eat. Eating fish that were exposed to an
oil spill could cause heart damage and a
poor immune system. Millions of fish die
in oil spills and it’s causing a massive
loss of marine habitat. Oil spills are
affecting corals, lobsters, crabs, oysters,
clams, zooplankton, starfish, river otters,
beavers, sea otters, polar bears,
manatees, seals, sea lions, walrus,
whales, and dolphins. Right now,
Afghanistan has only 0.25 kilograms of
fish left! 


Oil spills trap marine and sea life in the
oil, killing them. In rivers, oil spills are
dense but in saltwater, oil floats to the
surface. Spills can even move around
underwater and flow from rivers into
the ocean. Oil spills became more
common in the 1960s because of an
increase in natural gas going through
concrete and into the ocean. Oil spills
are especially dangerous as they can
cause large fires and explosion hazards. 


Oil and Water— They Don’t Mix!
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Some positive things are being
accomplished. President Barack
Obama funded a $20 billion oil spill
response. Learn the three C’s: Control
the spill, Contain the spill, and Clean
up the spill! An oil spill kit has been
developed full of absorbent material,
waste bags, gloves, and rooms.
Granular oil absorbents make clearing
up water, gas, antifreeze, oil spills, and
other chemicals much easier. 


As this article was being written,
water pollution issues appeared in
mainstream news. Featured in the
New York Times on May 25, 2023, the
Supreme Court voted to limit the
EPA’s power to address water
pollution in important wetland areas.
As Patrick Pareteau, a teacher from
Vermont Law School said, “This is a
really disastrous outcome for
wetlands, which have become vital for
biodiversity preservation and flood
control.” 


The Supreme Court’s recent decision
could have far-reaching
consequences for wetlands
protection. The decision will severely
limit the E.P.A.'s authority under the
Clean Water Act, leaving millions of
acres of wetlands open to pollution
without penalty. This is definitely not
good news for the environment. If you
live near wetlands that are not directly
connected to a continuously flowing
body of water, those wetlands are no
longer protected by the Clean Water
Act. 


Be aware of this when exploring
areas with wetlands as it can have
significant implications for the
environment and local ecosystems.
Do your research and understand
the regulations in your area to
ensure that you're doing your part
to protect these important natural
resources. With these decisions, the
Supreme Court has made our
earth’s bodies of water, big or small,
endangered.


Don’t underestimate the power of
public knowledge; the more we
know, the more we grow. You can
learn more about oil spills by
visiting the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
website. Oil spills are an Earth issue
that needs to be addressed today.
An impactful quote recently made
by former Vice-President Al Gore
says, "We are running out of time.
We must have a planetary solution
to a planetary crisis.¨
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  FEATURED NEWS STORY
Understanding Pollution Based on River Organisms 
Weston Robbins


The sixth-grade class of Knowlton
Township Elementary School has been
researching environmental pollution
and its long-term effects on the world
we live in. On April 19, we had the
chance to immerse ourselves (literally)
in the topic of freshwater pollution.
Joined by Ms. Jen, a member of the
Warren County Environmental
Commission, we learned a scientific way
to find out how polluted a body of water
is. Since our school is located just FEET
from the Delaware River we set out to
collect water organisms to determine
just how clean that famous body of
water is. 


On our afternoon adventure, Ms. Jen
instructed us on pollution and its effects
on different organisms. The point of
collecting these organisms, bugs to be
specific, was to understand what the
pollution was like in the river. Bugs are
separated into three classes depending
on pollution severity. If Class One
organisms were found it meant no
pollution was present, if Class Two
organisms were found it meant some
pollution, Class Three meant lots of
pollution. To start, we were given water
sifters to scoop up dirt, filter out water
and catch bugs. Once found, we put the
organisms into one of the buckets filled
with water Ms. Jen set up for us. 







My classmates and I began sifting and
picking up rock. We found snails and
snail eggs, leeches, a stone bug, krill, a
dragonfly nymph, a red worm or a
blood worm, and some fishing line. I
found the stone bug to be most
interesting because camouflages
itself to look like a rock, a stone, or a
gem. 


Our class found bugs from every type
of class, meaning the river has places
with both high and low pollution
levels; however, we mostly found bugs
from Class Three such as snails and
snail eggs. This means that much of
the Delaware River is polluted. After
separating the bugs into their classes,
we moved them into clear containers
with a magnifying glass on the lid. In
their boxes, my classmates and I
passed them around to examine. After
examining each, we described what
we found and what they looked like in
our environmental notebooks.


 My class and I had an amazing day
learning about pollution based on
water organisms and would
suggest our readers to try this too!
Find a local body of water, and start
collecting! All you’ll need is some
water sifters and some buckets of
clean water— a magnifying glass
too, if you can find one. My
classmate Mason DeNinno said the
day was, “A fun learning experience
while having a cool time with
friends!” Limayris Cevallos said, “It
was educational from finding
snails/snail eggs beneath the
rocks,” and Emma Kopaciewicz
called it, “A very unique
experiment, very fun especially
finding the stone bug.”
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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch 
Jordyn Lott


Do you know where all your garbage
goes after it goes to the dump? Do you
think your garbage stays at the dump?
The answer is, probably not. In fact, your
trash might end up in the middle of the
ocean, in a place known as the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch. 


The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a
marine debris collection site, found
between Hawaii and California. The
patch was discovered in 1997 by Charles
Moore, a yachtsman who had sailed
through the mishmash of floating
plastic bottles and other garbage on
one of his journeys. The garbage patch
is now over 50 years old. 


75 to 86 percent of plastic debris in the
garbage patch includes fishing nets,
plastic bottles, plastic bags, styrofoam,
containers, and tiny pieces of plastic. A
garbage patch is formed by ocean
currents that carry large amounts of
garbage to the area. These large
systems of rotating ocean currents are
called “gyres” and move similarly to a
whirlpool. The Great Pacific Garbage
Patch is 600,000 square miles or 1.6
square kilometers, which is equal to
twice the size of Texas and three times
the size of France! The patch has an
estimated mass of 80,000 tons. It is
believed the amount of waste that
makes up the garbage patch is over 1.8
trillion pieces of garbage.


One of the reasons humans struggle to
clean up the Great Pacific Garbage
Patch is because of the tiny
microplastics in the water. Microplastics
are extremely small pieces of plastic
debris and are usually less than five
millimeters in length. So far, humans
have removed 220,000 pounds of waste
from the ocean. To completely clean up
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch it
would cost over $390 million. An
organization known as Ocean Clean Up
is helping to clean up the floating
plastic in the garbage patch. The Ocean
Conservancy is committed to keeping
the ocean trash free along with
PlasticPollutes, a group trying to stop
plastic from entering the water in the
first place. About 70 percent of the
waste sinks to the bottom of the ocean. 


Today there are at least five large
garbage patches like the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch in our oceans. They
include the North Atlantic Gyre, the
South Atlantic Gyre, the North Pacific
Gyre, the South Pacific Gyre, and the
Indian Ocean Gyre. The Great Pacific
Garbage Patch remains the largest. In 10
years the garbage patch is suspected to
double in size. Animals like sea birds,
sea turtles, seals, and other marine life
are affected by the garbage patches.
Tangled in the garbage, many species
are endangered. 







The following industries are trying to
prevent pollution and make people
aware of the harm it causes. These
companies use top-tier technology and
high-tech systems to combat pollution. 


Zemo Partnership: An alliance of
businesses and organizations that are
committed to reducing air pollution.
These groups recognize that air
pollution is a major threat to public
health and the environment, and are
working together to develop new
technologies and strategies to reduce
emissions. Some of their ideas include
promoting the use of electric vehicles,
improving public transportation, and
encouraging businesses to adapt to
sustainable practices. Their goal is to
create a cleaner, healthier future for all
of us. By working together, Zemo
Partnership is making great strides in
the fight against air pollution. 


CompAir: A company that is dedicated
to stopping air pollution. They have
developed a range of innovative
products that help to reduce emissions
and improve air quality. One of their key
products is an air compressor that uses
advanced technology to minimize
energy consumption and reduce carbon
emissions. They also offer a range of
other products and services that help
businesses to reduce their
environmental impact and become
more sustainable. With a solid
commitment to innovation and
sustainability, CompAir is a leader in the
fight against air pollution and is helping
to create a cleaner, healthier future for
all of us. 


The American Lung Association: A well-
known organization dedicated to
improving lung health and preventing
lung disease. One of the Association’s
main focuses is air pollution and how it
affects respiratory health. They work to
raise awareness about the dangers of air
pollution and advocate for policies and
regulations that can help reduce it. The
American Lung Association also
provides resources for individuals and
communities to take action, such as
information on reducing their exposure
to air pollution and support for clean
energy solutions. Through their efforts,
the American Lung Association is
making a positive impact on air quality
and the health of millions of people. 


#TEAMSEAS: A community of
passionate individuals working towards
a common goal of cleaning up the
world's oceans. Through their
collaboration with various organizations
and partnerships with YouTube creators
like Mark Rober and Mr. Beast, they
have raised awareness and funds to
remove one pound of trash from the
ocean for every dollar donated. Their
efforts have led to the removal of over
80 million pounds of trash and
counting. TeamSeas' impact on
reducing pollution in our oceans is a
true testament to the power of
collective action and the importance of
taking responsibility for our planet's
health.


Trash collecting in the ocean waters
like this is killing a tremendous
amount of marine life. One million
seabirds and 100,000 marine
mammals are effected every year.
Animals can even “live” on the great
Pacific garbage patch— sometimes
they eat it because they think it is a
food source. Sadly, ingesting the
plastic can be deadly. 


To learn more about this topic and
ways you can help stop the Patch’s
growth, check out the following links
for yourself:
https://education.nationalgeographic.
org/resource/great-pacific-garbage-
patch/ and
https://theoceancleanup.com/great-
pacific-garbage-patch/ 
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What Industries are Doing to Stop Current Pollution 
Trevor Spain



https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/great-pacific-garbage-patch/

https://theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/





Mark Rober and Mr. Beast: Two
individuals who are taking a stand
against pollution. Mark Rober is a
former NASA engineer who is using
his knowledge and skills to create
innovative solutions to environmental
problems. He has designed a device
that collects microplastics from the
ocean and has also created a solar-
powered rover that cleans up trash
from beaches. Mr. Beast is a YouTuber
who has dedicated his platform to
raising awareness about
environmental issues.
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What Happens to Our Trash?
Meghann Wurtemberg


KNOWLTON– NJ, family-owned garbage
disposal company Sanico Inc sat down
with Knowlton Township Elementary
School’s 6th-grade class to discuss
where your trash goes and how to
effectively recycle. Paul Zemel, Sanico’s
operations manager, explained what
qualifies as trash compared to recycling,
and how Warren County residents can
limit what ends up in landfills. 


Garbage: Zemel explained that
everything put in a black garbage bag
goes straight to the landfill, so it’s up to
us to separate our trash. Plastic and
styrofoam are both trash, not
recyclables. Pizza boxes, despite popular
opinion, can not be recycled due to the
oil and food particles left on the
cardboard. Outside materials such as
grass, sticks, and leaves should not be
thrown out. 


What about large items such as
furniture or damaged electronics?
Zemel says the company will pick up
these items for a small fee, just give
them a call.


Compost: Zemel recommends
composting. By saving food scraps like
egg shells, rinds, or coffee grounds you
can reduce the size of landfills. Instead,
use that compost as fertilizer for your
garden.


According to the US Environmental
Protection Agency, “Composting is
nature’s way of recycling. It is one of the
most powerful actions we can take to
reduce our trash, address climate
change, and build healthy soil.” 


Yard clippings are compost too. 
Compost can reduce the amount of
greenhouse gases released into the
atmosphere. 
 
Avoid composting ingredients such as
meat and fish bones, as well as glossy
paper or dryer lint. Even plain scrap
paper can be composted. 
Recycling: Sanico’s large recycling site is
located in Harmony, NJ. Plastic and
glass bottles or containers can be
recycled– aluminum cans can also be
recycled. When recycling cardboard
make sure it’s clean and broken down.
Zemel suggests cutting up cardboard
for easier collections. 


Clothing does not qualify for recycling. If
clothing does end up in the trash it will
be taken to a landfill and sit there for
more than 200 years. Instead, Sanico
recommends looking for other options.
Clothing can be donated to a local thrift
store or passed down to other family
members. Or, clothing can be upcycled-
this means altering pieces of clothing
for different purposes. 


Reader’s Digest suggests turning old
clothes into quilts or tote bags. Old
towels can be ripped up and used to
clean or can be given to the dog to play
with. White items can be dyed different
colors and be given a whole new life.
According to Boston University, “More
than 100 pounds of textile waste per
person each year” ends up in landfills. 


 He recently launched a campaign to
plant 20 million trees, which has
already raised over $22 million.


Together, these companies are
making a significant impact in the
fight against pollution and inspiring
others to take action as well.
Hopefully, in the future, these
companies inspire so many people
that they can band together to help
stop pollution and prevent it from
ever happening again.


A Local Connection 







Harmful Effects of Plastic Pollution 


Warren County hosts the Pollution
Control Financing Authority. This
landfill is located in Oxford and was
established in the early 1980s. PCFA
offers multiple waste management
solutions. Directions for disposing of
latex paint, propane tanks and
batteries can be found on its website. 


Effects on landfills It releases gas that
helps with climate change. Toxins
roam around getting in our soil and
underground water becoming
hazardous. Also produces odors.
Landfills also harm wildlife because
animals can use a landfill to eat trash
without realizing what bad things are
going into their bodies. Air pollution is
mainly caused by landfills. 
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Emma Kopaciewicz


Did you know that humans consume
about a credit card size worth of plastic
a week? Scientists estimate that as a
whole, animals consume around five
tons of plastic (10,000 pounds) a year.
8.3 billion tons of plastic have been
manufactured since the 1950s, and 6.3
billion tons have become plastic waste.
Only nine percent has been recycled. 


Plastic pollution creates harmful health
effects for humans. When plastic waste
isn’t properly managed, it poses as a
serious risk to humans. The toxic
chemicals in the plastic can cause
infertility, cancers, and autoimmune
conditions. It can cause rheumatoid
arthritis, cardiovascular diseases, and
strokes too.  


Humans eat plastic without realizing it.
Scientists have found microplastic in
over 114 marine animals. One-third of
this ends up on our plate. Plastic
particles contaminate the water sold in
plastic bottles. In 2018 The World Health
Organization (WHO) tested 259 water
bottles and only 17 of them contained
water that was plastic-free. 


Humans breathe plastic in the air.
Societies with poor waste management
often burn trash in the open air. This
allows the chemicals from the plastic to
enter the body. In 2018, studies found
that around 5 billion people globally live
without proper waste control. As a
result, around 9 million people die each
year from poor plastic waste
management. 


Plastic pollution can harm animals
through drowning, starvation, reduced
mobility, and suffocation. It can cause
limb amputations, infections,
entanglement, and growth. This
suffering happens to many animals
such as sea lions, turtles, dolphins, and
seals. Animals often mistake plastic
objects for toys and fun to play with, but
in reality, they are harmful and
dangerous. This can also happen to
whales with fishing nets, which then cut
through their skin causing them to lose
tails and fins. 


When animals eat plastic accidentally
they suffer and could die. When they
swallow the plastic it fills in their
stomachs and causes them not to feel
hungry. Sea turtles even mistake
floating plastic for Jellyfish and attempt
to eat it. In one incident a green turtle
washed up on the coast of Brazil and
died a few hours later due to
contamination from plastic. 3,267 pieces
of plastic were found in the turtle’s large
intestine and more than 300 pieces
were found in its stomach. 


Plastic harms land-dwelling animals as
well. This discarded waste can cause
intestinal blockages. Many animals such
as elephants, camels, cattle, zebras,
tigers, and hyenas have accidentally
eaten plastic waste leading to many
unnecessary deaths. Wildlife can get
tangled in plastic easily, which will then
prevent them from being mobile to
hunt for food and makes them an easier
target for predators. If these animals get
stuck in plastic food containers they can
suffer from overheating, starvation,
dehydration, and suffocation, eventually
killing them. 


This year Sanico is celebrating its fifth
year of service. Thirty trucks are
currently on the road picking up trash
and recycling from more than 15,000
homes and businesses in Northern NJ.
Friendly personnel are always
available to pick up the phone and
can be reached at (908)475-3300 or by
email support@sanicoinc.com. 



mailto:support@sanicoinc.com





Plastic pollution harms soil. It can
break down into shards as small as 5
mm long and go into the ground. It
can change the structure and limit
how much water the soil can hold.
Plastic can clog soil pores and prevent
aeration. Microplastic has been shown
to affect the rooting ability of the
plant by altering the soil bulk density. 


Plastic pollution can harm plant life by
depriving them of vegetation of
nutrients and water. The larger pieces
of plastic like bottles, bags, and
fragments destroy the plants through
compaction. Once the plastic is in the
soil, particles can affect a range of
organisms and processes, some of
which can lead to consequences for
plant growth. The plastic can also clog
the soil pores and prevent aeration of
the soil, causing the roots to die. 
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Animal Habitats— Let's Protect Them 
Noelle Jacobson 


Plastic pollution has a big impact on
the environment. It can alter habitats
and natural processes, reducing the
ecosystem's ability to adapt to climate
change. This would affect millions of
people’s food production capabilities,
livelihoods, and social well-being. It
also takes plastic 450 years to
decompose. That’s 450 years for
animals to eat it, and 450 years that
can kill plants and hurt the
environment.These are all reasons
why we should be more careful of
how we throw out our plastic. Soon
many animals might go extinct due to
too much plastic in their environment.
The environment might be covered in
plastic and garbage and look and
smell like a landfill. Plastic and the
pollution side effects may end up
causing more human disease and
illness. 


Have you ever wondered how animal
habitats are affected by Earth’s
pollution? It’s not good news. 80
percent of our world’s animal habitats
suffer from air pollution and plastic
waste. This article will describe each
habitat and the animal’s it contains.
This is what we will lose if the human
race doesn’t make a successful effort
to clean up the planet. 


Desert Habitats: Desert temperatures
can reach as high as 100 degrees
Fahrenheit during the day, but come
night time can drop quickly to below
freezing, around 25 degrees. The
highest recorded desert temperature
took place in 1913 and hit 134 degrees
Fahrenheit in Nevada’s Death Valley.
Reptiles thrive in deserts since they
can survive under such hot conditions.
Lizards and geckos are easy to spot in
the desert. Mammals such as
meerkats can be found as well, with
dark patches around their eyes that
protect them from sun glare,
meerkats live happily in the desert. 


Mountain Habitats: Mountains have
different types of habitats depending
on how high up they go. At the base
of mountains are deciduous forests
with trees that lose their leaves. Next
are coniferous forests with tall pine
trees. And at the top are the snowy
mountain tips. 


Different animals live in the different
habitats found on a mountain.
Mammals are most common in
mountain habitats. An example is the
snow leopard which can be found in
the snowy habitats of China, India,
and Russia. Another common animals
is the Asian Black Bear found in China,
India, and Japan. These bears live in
the forests and are excellent climbers.
Mountain gorillas, mountain goats,
and lynxes live in mountain habitats
as well. Some animals found in the
mountains are harder to find as they
are endangered. The pollution of
habitats causes animals to become
endangered and eventually extinct. 


Temperate Forest Habitats: In
temperate forests, an animal you
could find is the Dormouse. Dormice
can be found in Africa, Asia, and
Europe. These small creatures only
live for about six months. Another
common animal is a viper, which is a
kind of snake that lives in the forests
of Australlia and Hawaii. Vipers have
long fangs that contain lethal venom,
killing anything they bite. Many
insects live in temperate forests such
as spiders, ants, bees, flies, moths,
butterflies, mosquitoes, dragonflies,
and praying mantises. Many of these
animals are nocturnal, meaning they
hunt during the night and sleep
during the day. 
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Urban Pollution: The Sad Story 
Pedro Budniak 


Freshwater Habitats: Fish and
amphibians can be found in
freshwater habitats, such as Axolotl
which are similar to tiger salamanders
and live up to 15 years or older in their
natural habitats. Catfish can be found
in freshwater lakes, rivers, streams,
and ponds. Snails, worms, turtles, and
frogs are common in these habitats.
Mammals such as otters and beavers
call freshwater habitats home.
Unusual animals like river dolphins
and diving bell spiders live in
freshwater rivers. Water snakes are
snakes commonly found in ditches,
lakes, ponds, slow-moving streams,
and rivers.


Ocean Water Habitats: There are a
few specific habitats that exist in the
ocean. There can be confusion about
the difference between the “ocean”
and the “sea”. The sea is actually a
small area of the ocean. Oceans are
large bodies of water and home to
many aquatic animals such as dea
turtles, seals, dolphins, fish, and
whales. Muddy habitats near oceans
are called mudflats and are full of
snails and oysters. Another habitat is
the kelp forest which is home to sea
otters, sea urchins, starfish, and
octopuses. These habitats and
surrounding wetlands are in danger of
being destroyed due to overfishing,
pollution, and coastal development. 


Transportation: A lot of transportation
pollution comes from old diesel.
About one-quarter of air pollution is
from vehicles containing old car parts,
fuels, and old diesel models. 


Industrialization: Factories cause toxic
gases by burning fossil fuels and
using harsh chemicals. 80 different
toxins can be found within factory
outputs. 


Beauty Products: Did you know
beauty products play a role in
pollution? For example, cosmetic
perfumes, from spray bottles, have
volatile organic compounds, which
are harmful to the environment. 


Ozone: Pollutants created by cars,
power plants, and burning materials
react with sunlight to create smog
and makes the air difficult to breathe.


Sulfur Oxides: Colored gases in the
lower part of earth’s atmosphere are
called sulfur oxides. You can detect
them by taste and smell. They
originate from the burning of fossil
fuels that contain sulfur. Power plants
that burn coal are known to be the
main source of this pollution. Sulfur
oxides create acid rain. 


Nitrogen Oxides: Created in cities, this
air polluter can decrease lung
functions and increase the response
to allergens. These oxides come from
power stations, vehicles, and
combustion engines. 


People and animals are being
negatively impacted y this lasting
urban pollution. Some common
ailments from urban air pollution are
lung cancer, heart disease, strokes,
and respiratory diseases. 
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The Recycling Process


Reduse, reuse, recycle… but what
happens when we don’t? Recyclable
items can do more harm than good if
humans aren’t careful. It is important
for us to know the recycling process
to remain informed, educated, and
involved in the process of fighting for
our Earth. Recycling prevents
pollution and limits greenhouse gases
by reducing the need to mine and
processes new raw materials. It
conserves natural resources such as
timber, water, and minerals. Recycling
can conserve energy and reduce your
carbon footprint. 


Recycling reduces the need for new
materials and the amount of waste
sent to landfills. When you just recycle
10 plastic bottles it saves enough
energy to power a laptop for more
than 25 hours. Products should only
be recycled if they cannot be reduced
or reused. Recycling supports
American manufacturing and it
conserves valuable resources. Also, it
helps create jobs in the recycling and
manufacturing industries. The
recycling process can help the planet
and economy. There are 3 steps to the
recycling process: collection,
processing, and finally
remanufacturing. 


Collection: The first step in the
recycling process is the collection of
post-consumer materials from,
homes, businesses, and institutions.
This could be done by the
government and private companies.
The other option is taking plastics to
communal collection points such as
recycle bins or facilities. 
Processing: The second step is
processing. After recycling it is
generated by a consumer or business
and then collected by a private
hauler/company. There is actually a
holiday for it called America Recycles
Day which is on November 15th. At the
Facility, the recyclables are sorted,
and cleaned of contaminants.
Recycling can be sorted into 4 groups:
plastic, paper, metal, and glass. 
Remanufacturing: The third step is
remanufacturing/washing the plastic.
Washing is one of the most important
steps in the recycling process. When
the plastic is washed it gets all of the
germs and bacteria off. It can also
unlock new revenue streams for
businesses reducing the cost. 


   A lot of people throw plastic bottles
in regular garbage without thinking!
Recycling is easy and cheap with no
downsides. If you want to learn more
about this topic check out this
website to help be informed:
https://www.rts.com/blog/the-
complete-plastics-recycling-process-
rts/


Nickolas Bortsov



https://www.rts.com/blog/the-complete-plastics-recycling-process-rts/
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